
June 2010
Volume 48 Number 3
Article Number 3TOT7

Return to Current Issue

Getting Acquainted with Free Software
Joseph L. Donaldson
Extension Specialist

The University of Tennessee
Knoxville, Tennessee

jldonaldson@tennessee.edu

Abstract: Free software applications are available for most computing tasks. This article presents three examples of free
software and describes how they could be useful to an Extension educator. The applications discussed in this article are
Freemind, Doodle, and KPlato Project Management. Freemind is a concept-mapping tool. Doodle makes online polling
easy, especially for scheduling events with multiple people. KPlato Project Management allows users to create and
manage project plans. By using at least one of the three software applications discussed here, Extension educators should
be encouraged to explore other free applications.

Introduction

The term "free software" refers to the freedoms afforded software users to "run, copy, distribute, study, change and
improve" (GNU Operating System, 2008). One of the most well-known and widely used free software applications is the
Mozilla Firefox Internet browser; however, many other applications are useful for daily Extension work. In fact, the
national e-Extension initiative uses the Moodle platform for its learning management system (e-Extension, 2008). This
article reviews three free software applications by describing common uses for Extension educators: Freemind, Doodle,
and KPlato Project Management. Freemind is a concept-mapping tool. Doodle makes online polling easy, especially for
scheduling events with multiple people. And KPlato Project Management allows users to create and manage project plans.

Freemind (2009)

Concept mapping is a nominal group technique process that allows individuals and groups to study concepts by seeing
relationships and patterns. In Extension, it has been used for program planning (Duttweiler, 1991) and evaluation
(Wheeler & Szymanski, 2005). While several commercial products are available for concept mapping, a free alternative is
Freemind. The Freemind software includes graphics to enter and arrange relationships between and among over-arching
ideas and related concepts (referred to as "parent" and "child" concepts, respectively, in the software). The example
shown in Figure 1 is a concept map for a professional development course in "Avoiding Burnout."

Figure 1.
Example Concept Map Created Using Freemind
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Doodle (2009)

Doodle is a software application that helps you to poll a group for a given topic such as availability for a meeting. First,
the software allows you to set up a poll or possible event dates. Then, it creates a URL to share with participants such as
via email. Finally, it tracks participants' responses. A recent extension is that Doodle may be used in conjunction with
Facebook social networking site (Doodle, 2008). An example of poll results for new 4-H volunteer leader training is
shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2.
Example Poll Created Using Doodle

KPlato Project Management (KOffice Project, 2009)

KPlato Project Management allows you to create and manage projects with flow charts. You input your major tasks and
milestones, including the estimated risk of meeting a given deadline. This tool helps to visual represent the project and its
progress. The project may include as many details as necessary, such as start dates, milestones, and deadlines. The
example shown in Figure 3 represents tasks associated with completing a dossier.

Figure 3.
Example Flow Chart Created Using KPlato
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Conclusion

Freemind, Doodle, and KPlato Project Management have much potential for the computing needs of Extension educators
in concept mapping, polling, and managing dates/deadlines. Exploring these three free applications will help Extension
educators to achieve greater effectiveness with their computer and to develop a greater appreciation for free software.

References

Doodle (2009). Home. Retrieved January 9, 2009, from: http://www.doodle.com/main.html

Doodle (2008). Doodle brings easy event scheduling to Facebook. Retrieved December 1, 2008, from:
http://doodle.com/blog/english/2008/09/01/doodle-brings-easy-event-scheduling-to-facebook/

Duttweiler, M. (1991). Concept mapping as a program planning tool. Journal of Extension [On-line], 29(3) Article
3FEA7. Available at: http://www.joe.org/joe/1991fall/a7.html

e-Extension (2008). Online courses from Extension. Retrieved on December 1, 2008 from: http://courses.extension.org/

Freemind. (2009). Download. Retrieved January 5, 2009, from:
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page

GNU Operating System (2008). The free software definition. Retrieved December 4, 2008, from:
http://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html

KOffice Project (2009). KPlato Project Management. Retrieved January 5, 2009, from: http://www.koffice.org/kplato/

Wheeler, R., & Szymanski, M. (2005). What is forestry: A multi-State, Web-based forestry education program. Journal of
Extension [On-line], 43(4) Article 4IAW3. Available from: http://www.joe.org/joe/2005august/iw3p.shtml

Copyright © by Extension Journal, Inc. ISSN 1077-5315. Articles appearing in the Journal become the property of the
Journal. Single copies of articles may be reproduced in electronic or print form for use in educational or training
activities. Inclusion of articles in other publications, electronic sources, or systematic large-scale distribution may be done
only with prior electronic or written permission of the Journal Editorial Office, joe-ed@joe.org.

If you have difficulties viewing or printing this page, please contact JOE Technical Support.

Getting Acquainted with Free Software 06/28/10 06:50:33

3/3

http://www.doodle.com/main.html
http://doodle.com/blog/english/2008/09/01/doodle-brings-easy-event-scheduling-to-facebook/
http://www.joe.org/joe/1991fall/a7.html
http://courses.extension.org/
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html
http://www.koffice.org/kplato/
http://www.joe.org/joe/2005august/iw3p.shtml
http://www.joe.org:80/joe/2010june/../../copyright.html
http://www.joe.org:80/joe/2010june/../../joe-jeo.html
mailto:joe-ed@joe.org
http://www.joe.org:80/joe/2010june/../../techsupport.html

	Getting Acquainted with Free Software

